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Rev. Abraham D. Allende, Pastor

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;,
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
Isaiah 55:10-11

Dear people of God and Covenant community of faith,

Spring is coming! Really!

Y ou may not believe that as you look outside your window and see ugly remnants of ice
chunks that serve as bitter reminders of the brutal winter we’ve endured. And on top of that,
we are about to enter the season of Lent. Oh, joy!

Well, a little-known fact that you will be glad to learn — the word “Lent” comes from the
Anglo-Saxon words /encten, meaning "Spring,"” and lenctentid, which literally means not
only "Springtide" but also was the word for "March," the month in which the majority of
Lent falls. If you pronounce it, it sounds much like the word “lengthen.”

It is in March that the days become noticeably longer. Daylight Savings Time begins
March 9th, and you’ll be simply ecstatic with all the hours of brightness you’ll have at your
disposal. I guarantee it.

Though we’ve become accustomed to seeing Lent in a particularly somber fashion —
prayer, fasting, self-examination, penance, sacrifice (all those happy thoughts) — it doesn’t
mean that we #ave to walk around weepy and mopey. People who do so, do so by choice.

If you want to look at it differently, I suggest that you look at Lent as a time to grow closer

to God. It is a time to take seriously, but only because we should always take growing
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